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DR. HOWISON'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
Communicated by A. J. Morrison, Hampden-Sidney, Va. 

There is little mention of Robert Reid Howison (a considerable 
historian of Virginia) , in the biographical dictionaries. He should 
not be overlooked. 

Dr. Howison was born in Fredericksburg, 1820, dying there 
in 1906. In 1846 he published the first volume of his history of 
Virginia, and in 1848 the second volume (Philadelphia, Carey 
and Hart). The second volume is particularly interesting for 
its summary of conditions in the State at that time. In 1892 Dr. 
Howison published a History of the United States (Richmond: 
Everett Waddey, 8vo., pp. 936). This is a careful work, well 
considered throughout; the excellent Preface should be read 
studiously. Dr. Howison was the author of several other books, 
listed without itemization in the General Catalogue of Union 
Theological Seminary, Richmond. He left an autobiography, a 
manuscript of about 160,000 words. The preface to this work 
is dated "Braehead" (his home near Fredericksburg), May 16, 
1 901. 

Dr. Howison was bred to the law. He became a minister of 
the Presbyterian Church, but his health being uncertain, he re- 
turned from time to time to the practice of the law. He knew 
Richmond well for many years before and after i860. His auto- 
biography, entitled "Twice Forty Years of American Life," is 
full of interest in any one of a number of ways — plenty of anec- 
dotes, plenty of characterization, and plenty of good sense. Be- 
low are given the chapter headings of this readable and inform- 
ing manuscript.* 

1 . Birthplace ; family ; lineage. 

2. Fredericksburg, her people and characters. 



* The manuscript is owned by Dr. Howison's son, Graham Howison, 
"Braehead," Fredericksburg, Virginia. 
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3. Calypso's Island. Kindergarten. Infant poetry. 

4. The Canal. Muncipal excitements. The Academies. 

5. The Yoke in Youth. 

6. Alum Spring Rock : Dwelling and Duels. 

7. John M. Daniel. Examiner. More Duels. 

8. Charles Dickens. Railroad. Richmond Law Cases. 

9. Gwendolyn Caldwell. Law students. Queen Victoria. 

Cherry tart. Broiled herring. 

10. Judge Nicholas. Travers Daniel. Simon Abrahams. [Rich- 

mond] Lawyers. Doctors. Society. Forrest (the actor). 

11. The Light from Christ. 

12. Seminary Life [at Hampden Sidney]. William Maxwell 

[full biographical sketch of Mr. Maxwell]. 

13. Completion of Studies. Staunton. Return to law practice. 

Marriage. 

14. Jenny Lind. Writing the History of Virginia. Encomiums. 

Criticisms. Carey and Hart. Visits to Northern States. 

15. Visit to New England. Interviews with Prescott, Otis, 

Fields, Kent. Pleasant thoughts. 

16. A. T. Stewart. Admiral Wormeley. Gilmer. Sora Shoot- 

ing. Wild turkeys. Albert Edward, Prince of Wales. 

17. Dred Scott Case. John Brown raid. Chess. Secession. 

War. Its end. Henry L. Howison. William F. 
Wickham. 

18. Paul Morphy. Secretary Mallory. Boutwell's case. Miss 

Lizzie Van Lew. History of the War [written by Dr. 
Howison for the Southern Literary Messenger] . Robert 
E. Lee. Jefferson Davis. Hampton Roads Conference. 

19. Chief Justice Chase. Reverdy Johnson. Fiduciaries. Con- 

federate investments. "Brahead." Chahoon vs. Elly- 
son. Capitol Disaster. 

20. Office in Fredericksburg. Cases in Richmond and Balti- 

more. General Assembly [of the Presbyterian Church] . 
Return to active duties of a minister. Samuel Davies 
Church [Hanover County]. 

21. Richmond Third Church. 

22. Milden Church. Ashland Church. The Reformed Faith. 

And so ends the "Twice Forty Years of American Life." 



